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April 16, 1912
[Written in pencil] Ans 4/30-12
[Letter written on The Missionary Review of the World; Editorial Office of Louis Meyer 123 Huntington
Place letterhead]
[Handwritten letter]
My dear Mr. Stewart:
I have before me your kind letter of April 6., and I am very grateful for your thoughtfulness and
solicitude. I have taken notice of what you say concerting an article for “The Fundamentals” under some
such caption as “Modern Methods in Bible Training and Mission Work”. The subject is most excellent
and has been on our list of “subjects to be treated” for two years, but it is very difficult to find the right
man to discuss it. Probably Professor Chas. R. Erdman, of Princeton, or some man of that caliber, who is
in heartiest sympathy with modern methods, would be a good man. In publishing such an article, we
must avoid, under all circumstances, anything that may look like a recommendation of a more than
common manner or an advertisement of Los Angeles Bible Institute, Moody Institute, or any other special
institution. The excellent work done by these institutions, which are quite well known on both sides of the
Ocean, especially the Moody Institute and Dr. W. W. White’s Bible Teachers’ Training School in New
York, must be used as illustrations, and the writer of the article should be thoroughly familiar with Los
Angeles Bible Institute and Bible House, Moody Bible Institute (which I do not fully endorse, however,
as you know), Dr. W. W. White’s Bible Teachers’ Training School in New York, the great
denominational
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Missionary and Bible Schools (Baptists in Chicago, 150 students; Baptists in Louisville, 300 students;
Methodists in Chicago, 300 students; Methodists in Cincinnati, 200 students; Mennonite in Chicago, 150
students; Friends in Cleveland; etc.), the large Nyack Training School, and the slowly increasing Bible
Schools in Great Britain. I think that it will be best, if the whole Committee decides at its next meeting in
August, in which way to get at such a paper and whom to request to write it. It could not be published,
even if hurried, before vol. 10., which is planned for January 1913. In regard to the Montrose Religious
Library I find myself in a very peculiar position. You will remember that Dr. Dixon, just before he left
this country, refused a request from Dr. Torrey to advertise the library in The Fundamentals. Dr. Dixon
and I had a consultation in regard to the matter, and I absolutely agreed with Dr. Dixon. I then wrote to
you concerning such an advertisement and you answered me that whatsoever the Committee decided in
regard to it should be done. Therefore, at the meeting of the Committee on The Fundamentals in
Northfield, Mass., on August 18. 1911., I laid the matter before the Committee. We investigated the
matter and discussed it thoroughly, and then we decided unanimously that we would not allow any
advertisement of any books, and I was instructed to be very careful and rigid even in regard to mentioning
of books within
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articles published, that we might avoid all suspicion of commercialism. The Montrose Religious Library
should be mentioned in the article, if the writer desires to do it, together with similar undertakings on both
sides of the Ocean. However, personally, I think that the advertisement in The King’s Business, April
1912, would lead people to accuse us of commercialism, because it says to agents, “You can make good
money and do good missionary work selling these books.” That makes it look like “business” and not
different from the Moody Colportage Library and others. As you know, our intention is to call the
attention of our readers to a list of good books in our last volume. In that list due credit and prominence
could be given to the Montrose Religious Library and similar publications. But I am willing to bring the
matter again before the Committee, if you instruct me to do it. Let me say frankly, however, that we
should be very careful in the article. We have succeeded in living down a prejudice started against “The
Fundamentals” in the beginning, because the impression had gone out that it was entirely a Moody
Church and Moody Institute affair. We must avoid anything that could create a prejudice of any kind and
thus endanger the wonderful usefulness of the little volumes. No opportunity of accusing “The
Fundamentals” of commercialism or of advertising of certain institutions and books should be given. We
must stand for prin[Page 4]
ciples and their application and in the illustrations used we should expect our authors to be broadminded
enough to give due credit everywhere. Our list of books should mention sound literature of the whole
world, though it cannot mention many books. I was in Chicago a few days ago. The work in the office is
going on as usual and everything is running smoothly. Upon my suggestion the Committee on Finance
made a small change which you will approve. Mr. J. S. Mc Glashan has been our sole trustee (treasurer)
and none else was authorized to sign checks in case of his death or complete inability. Thus we might
have had difficulties in drawing money from the bank. Mr. Mc Glashan himself expressed a desire of a
change, as soon as his attention was called to the matter. Therefore the Committee on Finance has
appointed its second member, Mr. Thos. S. Smith, a second trustee (practically, assistant treasurer). Thus,
we are better organized for work than we were. Letters in reference to vol. 7. are commencing to come
in. I send you a number of them today, asking you to kindly show them to Messrs. Milton Stewart and
Kellogg and then return them to me. The only letter of criticism which I have received was from Dr.
Torrey. Since he may have voiced his criticism to you, I enclose you his letter to me and my answer. The
criticism ought to have been specific in pointing
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out the faulty statements of the author. Vol. 8. is making rapid progress. To the table of contents has
been added a brief article, “Evolutionism in the Pulpit,” by “An Occupant of the Pew.” It is reprinted
from the “Herald and Presbyter.” I selected it though we had Evolution in vol. 7. and have an article on
Darwinism in vol. 8., because secular magazines, like the Cosmopolitan of May 1912, are teaching
evolutionism strongly, so that we ought to counteract it at once, and because the article is very good. I
rejoice in the prosperity of your Institute work and trust that everything will move along smoothly. The
idea of holding a great prophetical conference at the time of the opening of the new buildings is most
excellent. I trust that your health is quite favorable and Mr. Milton Stewart will continue to gain strength.
My dear ones continue well, and the children and their mama send especial regards. I am somewhat
crowded with work, as usual. On April 28. I expect to preach for Mr. Martin, since I am to speak in

Germantown on April. 30. I am glad that I will see again Rev. and Mrs. Martin and my little friend
Elizabeth. I will return to my home after a short stay in New York. With kindest regards and prayerful
wishes, yours sincerely,
Louis Meyer.

